


A. Saul is made king 

B. Saul disobeys God 

C. David anointed by Samuel 

D. David kills Goliath 

E. Saul gets jealous 

F. Jonathan befriends David 

G. Saul tries to kill David  

H. Saul tries to get David killed 
 

Introduction 





1 Samuel 21:1 

Then came David to Nob to Ahimelech the priest: and 

Ahimelech was afraid at the meeting of David, and 

said unto him, Why art thou alone, and no man with 

thee? 
 

A. David goes to right place 
 

B. David goes to the right people 
 

C. David goes for the wrong reason 
 

I. A Desperate Man Runs To Save Himself  



1 Samuel 21:2-8 

2 And David said unto Ahimelech the priest, The king 

hath commanded me a business, and hath said unto 

me, Let no man know any thing of the business 

whereabout I send thee, and what I have commanded 

thee: and I have appointed my servants to such and 

such a place. 

3 Now therefore what is under thine hand? give me 

five loaves of bread in mine hand, or what there is 

present. 

II. A Desperate Man Determines To Get Want He 

Wants On His Terms 



1 Samuel 21:3-8 - continued 

4 And the priest answered David, and said, There is no 

common bread under mine hand, but there is hallowed 

bread; if the young men have kept themselves at least 

from women. 

5 And David answered the priest, and said unto him, 

Of a truth women have been kept from us about these 

three days, since I came out, and the vessels of the 

young men are holy, and the bread is in a manner 

common, yea, though it were sanctified this day in the 

vessel. 

II. A Desperate Man Determines To Get Want He 

Wants On His Terms 



1 Samuel 21:3-8 - continued 

6 So the priest gave him hallowed bread: for there was 

no bread there but the shewbread, that was taken from 

before the LORD, to put hot bread in the day when it 

was taken away. 

7 Now a certain man of the servants of Saul was there 

that day, detained before the LORD; and his name was 

Doeg, an Edomite, the chiefest of the herdmen that 

belonged to Saul. 

8 And David said unto Ahimelech, And is there not 

here under thine hand spear or sword? for I have 

neither brought my sword nor my weapons with me, 

because the king's business required haste. 

 
 

II. A Desperate Man Determines To Get Want He 

Wants On His Terms 



A. Deceives the priest 

 

B. Desires the shewbread 

 

C. Demands a weapon 

 

D. Deceives himself 

II. A Desperate Man Determines To Get Want He 

Wants On His Terms 



A. The significance of the bread 

John 6:27 

Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for 

that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which 

the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God 

the Father sealed. 

  
 

III. A Desperate Man Dismisses The Providence Of 

God  



B. The significance of the sword 

1 Samuel 21:9 

And the priest said, The sword of Goliath the 

Philistine, whom thou slewest in the valley of Elah, 

behold, it is here wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod: 

if thou wilt take that, take it: for there is no other save 

that here. And David said, There is none like that; give 

it me. 

III. A Desperate Man Dismisses The Providence Of 

God  



B. The significance of the sword 

1 Samuel  17:51 

Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, 

and took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath 

thereof, and slew him, and cut off his head therewith. 

And when the Philistines saw their champion was 

dead, they fled.  
 

III. A Desperate Man Dismisses The Providence Of 

God  



1 Samuel 21:10-15 

10 And David arose and fled that day for fear of Saul, 

and went to Achish the king of Gath. 

11 And the servants of Achish said unto him, Is not this 

David the king of the land? did they not sing one to 

another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his 

thousands, and David his ten thousands? 

12 And David laid up these words in his heart, and was 

sore afraid of Achish the king of Gath. 

13 And he changed his behaviour before them, and 

feigned himself mad in their hands, and scrabbled on 

the doors of the gate, and let his spittle fall down upon 

his beard. 

IV. A Desperate Man Stays Desperate Without God 



1 Samuel 21:10-15 - continued 

14 Then said Achish unto his servants, Lo, ye see the 

man is mad: wherefore then have ye brought him to 

me? 

15 Have I need of mad men, that ye have brought this 

fellow to play the mad man in my presence? shall this 

fellow come into my house? 
 

A. He keeps running 
 

B. He denies himself 
 

C. He is despised by all 

  
 

IV. A Desperate Man Stays Desperate Without God 



We Should Never 

Be Desperate  

With Christ 
 

2 Corinthians 4:8-10 

8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we 

are perplexed, but not in despair; 

9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not 

destroyed; 

10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the 

Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made 

manifest in our body. 

 


