Matthew 16:15-24
15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?
16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God.
17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art
thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.
18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it.
19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven.

Matthew 16:15-24 - continued
20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no
man that he was Jesus the Christ.
21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his
disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer
many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes,
and be killed, and be raised again the third day.
22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him,
saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto
thee.
23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind
me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou
savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be
of men.

Matthew 16:15-24 - continued
24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow me.

Introduction
A. The biggest question (v 15)
B. The biggest truth (v 16)
C. The biggest revelation (v 17)
D. The biggest mistake (v 22)

E. The biggest commitment (v 24)

I. Prevailing Prayer
James 5:16
Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for
another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

I. Prevailing Prayer
A. Confessing
Psalm 32:5
I acknowledge my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I
not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto
the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.
Selah.
B. Continual
1 Thessalonians 5:16
Pray without ceasing.
C. Committed
Acts 12:5
Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made
without ceasing of the church unto God for him.

II. Powerful Word
Hebrews 4:12
For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart.

II. Powerful Word
A. Power to save
1 Peter 1:23
Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever.

B. Power to cause change
Luke 4:36
And they were all amazed, and spake among themselves,
saying, What a word is this! for with authority
and power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and they
come out.

II. Powerful Word
C. Power to serve
Isaiah 55:11
So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it
shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I
sent it.
D. Power to cause surrender
Colossians 3:16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord.

III. Positive Faith
Matthew 9:22
But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he
said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made
thee whole. And the woman was made whole from that
hour.

III. Positive Faith
A. That trusts
Hebrews 4:2
For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto
them: but the word preached did not profit them , not
being mixed with faith in them that heard it.

B. That tries
Matthew 21:21
Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto
you, If ye have faith and doubt not, ye
shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also
if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou
removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done.

IV. Persevering Love
2 Corinthians 5:14
For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus
judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead:

IV. Persevering Love
A. That must be expressed
Acts 18:5
And when Silas and Timotheus were come from
Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to
the Jews that Jesus was Christ.

B. That does only good
Romans 13:10
Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the
fulfilling of the law.

IV. Persevering Love
C. That has no limits
1. In existence
John 15:9
As the Father hath
loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.

2. In extent
John 15:13
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends.

V. Persistent Effort
Isaiah 43:10
Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant
whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me,
and understand that I am he: before me there was no
God formed, neither shall there be after me.

V. Persistent Effort
A. God gives the way
Luke 24:48-49
48 And ye are witnesses of these things.
49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon
you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be
endued with power from on high.
B. God gives a warning
John 9:4
I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is
day: the night cometh, when no man can work.

V. Persistent Effort
C. We need to want to work
Romans 13:12
The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the
armour of light.

