2 Samuel 9:1-13
1 And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house
of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan's
sake?
2 And there was of the house of Saul a servant whose
name was Ziba. And when they had called him unto
David, the king said unto him, Art thou Ziba? And he
said, Thy servant is he.
3 And the king said, Is there not yet any of the house of
Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God unto him?
And Ziba said unto the king, Jonathan hath yet a son,
which is lame on his feet.

2 Samuel 9:1-13 - continued
4 And the king said unto him, Where is he? And Ziba
said unto the king, Behold, he is in the house of Machir,
the son of Ammiel, in Lodebar.
5 Then king David sent, and fetched him out of the house
of Machir, the son of Ammiel, from Lodebar.
6 Now when Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, the son
of Saul, was come unto David, he fell on his face, and did
reverence. And David said, Mephibosheth. And he
answered, Behold thy servant!
7 And David said unto him, Fear not: for I will surely
shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy father's sake, and
will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou
shalt eat bread at my table continually.

2 Samuel 9:1-13 - continued
8 And he bowed himself, and said, What is thy servant,
that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am?
9 Then the king called to Ziba, Saul's servant, and said
unto him, I have given unto thy master's son all that
pertained to Saul and to all his house.
10 Thou therefore, and thy sons, and thy servants, shall
till the land for him, and thou shalt bring in the fruits,
that thy master's son may have food to eat: but
Mephibosheth thy master's son shall eat bread alway at
my table. Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.

2 Samuel 9:1-13 - continued
11 Then said Ziba unto the king, According to all that my
lord the king hath commanded his servant, so shall thy
servant do. As for Mephibosheth, said the king, he shall
eat at my table, as one of the king's sons.
12 And Mephibosheth had a young son, whose name was
Micha. And all that dwelt in the house of Ziba were
servants unto Mephibosheth.
13 So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem: for he did eat
continually at the king's table; and was lame on both his
feet.

I. The Condition of Mephibosheth
A. Fatherless
1 Samuel 31:2
And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul and upon
his sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and
Abinadab, and Melchishua, Saul's sons.
B. On the wrong side in a losing cause
2 Samuel 3:1
Now there was long war between the house of Saul and
the house of David: but David waxed stronger and
stronger, and the house of Saul waxed weaker and
weaker.

I. The Condition of Mephibosheth
C. Lame
2 Samuel 4:4
And Jonathan, Saul's son, had a son that was lame of his
feet. He was five years old when the tidings came of Saul
and Jonathan out of Jezreel, and his nurse took him up,
and fled: and it came to pass, as she made haste to flee,
that he fell, and became lame. And his name was
Mephibosheth.
D. Far from home

II. The Compassion Of The King
A. His searching
Proverbs 5:21
For the ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord, and
he pondereth all his goings.
Luke 19:10
For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that
which was lost.

II. The Compassion Of The King
B. His kindness
Ephesians 2:7
That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding
riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through
Christ Jesus.
1 Peter 4:10
As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the
same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold
grace of God.
Psalm 68:19
Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with benefits,
even the God of our salvation. Selah.

II. The Compassion Of The King
C. Based on his covenant
1 Samuel 20:14-15
14 And thou shalt not only while yet I live shew me the
kindness of the LORD, that I die not:
15 But also thou shalt not cut off thy kindness from my
house for ever: no, not when the LORD hath cut off the
enemies of David every one from the face of the earth.

II. The Compassion Of The King
D. Reached out to where Mephibosheth was
1. House of Machir = Sold
2. Land of Lodebar = Not a pasture, place of no bread
Psalm 139:7
Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee
from thy presence?

III. The Change In Mephibosheth
A. His reverence
1 Peter 5:5-6
5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder.
Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed
with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth
grace to the humble.
6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of
God, that he may exalt you in due time:

III. The Change In Mephibosheth
B. His relationship
1. A new place to live
John 14:2-3
2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not
so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also.
2. A new status in life
Romans 8:15
For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to
fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby
we cry, Abba, Father.

III. The Change In Mephibosheth
C. His restoration
1. His lands
2. His servants
3. His family
Isaiah 57:18
I have seen his ways, and will heal him: I will lead him
also, and restore comforts unto him and to his mourners.
Isaiah 58:12
And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste
places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many
generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the
breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.

IV. The Constancy Of Mephibosheth
A. In false report
2 Samuel 16:3
And the king said, And where is thy master's son? And
Ziba said unto the king, Behold, he abideth at Jerusalem:
for he said, To day shall the house of Israel restore me the
kingdom of my father.
1 Peter 3:16
Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil
of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely
accuse your good conversation in Christ.

IV. The Constancy Of Mephibosheth
B. In righteous actions
1. True mourning
2 Samuel 19:24-25
24 And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet
the king, and had neither dressed his feet, nor trimmed
his beard, nor washed his clothes, from the day the king
departed until the day he came again in peace.
25 And it came to pass, when he was come to Jerusalem
to meet the king, that the king said unto him, Wherefore
wentest not thou with me, Mephibosheth?

IV. The Constancy Of Mephibosheth
B. In righteous actions
2. True surrender
2 Samuel 19:26-27
26 And he answered, My lord, O king, my servant
deceived me: for thy servant said, I will saddle me an ass,
that I may ride thereon, and go to the king; because thy
servant is lame.
27 And he hath slandered thy servant unto my lord the
king; but my lord the king is as an angel of God: do
therefore what is good in thine eyes.

IV. The Constancy Of Mephibosheth
B. In righteous actions
3. True gratitude
2 Samuel 19:28
For all of my father's house were but dead men before
my lord the king: yet didst thou set thy servant among
them that did eat at thine own table. What right
therefore have I yet to cry any more unto the king?

IV. The Constancy Of Mephibosheth
B. In righteous actions
4. True selflessness
2 Samuel 19:29-30
29 And the king said unto him, Why speakest thou any
more of thy matters? I have said, Thou and Ziba divide
the land.
30 And Mephibosheth said unto the king, Yea, let him
take all, forasmuch as my lord the king is come again in
peace unto his own house.

