Daniel 3:12-27
12 There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the
affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego; these men, O king, have not regarded
thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden
image which thou hast set up.
13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury
commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
Then they brought these men before the king.
14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true,
O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my
gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up?

Daniel 3:12-27 - continued
15 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound
of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer,
and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the
image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye
shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning
fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you
out of my hands?
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and
said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to
answer thee in this matter.
17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us
from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out
of thine hand, O king.

Daniel 3:12-27 - continued
18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will
not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which
thou hast set up.
19 Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form
of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego: therefore he spake, and commanded that
they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it
was wont to be heated.
20 And he commanded the most mighty men that were in
his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and
to cast them into the burning fiery furnace.
21 Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen,
and their hats, and their other garments, and were cast
into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

Daniel 3:12-27 - continued
22 Therefore because the king's commandment was
urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flames of the
fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego.
23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning
fiery furnace.
24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished, and
rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors,
Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the
fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O
king.

Daniel 3:12-27 - continued
25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose,
walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt;
and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.
26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the
burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, ye servants of the most high
God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midst of the
fire.
27 And the princes, governors, and captains, and the
king's counsellors, being gathered together, saw these
men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was
an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats
changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them.

Introduction
A. Daniel – A book of prophecy and powerful people
1. An outline of the ages

2. Also a book about people
B. Three men who were tried by fire
1. The command to bow or burn or burn
2. They refused to bow but did not burn

Consider A Real Life Application
1 Peter 1:7
That the trial of your faith, being much more precious
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire,
might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Christ:
Hebrews 11:33-34
33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of
lions.
34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant
in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.

I. These Men Were Different (v 12)
A. They weren’t afraid of the king or his golden image
1. God had protected them when Jerusalem fell
Daniel 1:6
Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:
2. Their names were changed by not their identity
3. God had perfected them in the palace
Daniel 1:19
And the king communed with them; and among them all
was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah: therefore stood they before the king.

I. These Men Were Different (v 12)
B. Jesus was different also
1. He was righteous in a sinful world
2 Corinthians 5:21
For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that
we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

2. He was the light of a dark world
John 8:12
Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of
the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness,
but shall have the light of life.
3. He demanded a different life from His followers
Luke 9:23
And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.

I. These Men Were Different (v 12)
C. We are to be different because of what Jesus did and
said
1 Peter 1:14-16
15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy
in all manner of conversation;
16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.

II. These Men Were Daring (v 16)
A. They did not fear the king
B. “We are not careful to answer thee”
C. They seized the potential for displaying the power of
God
2 Corinthians 4:6-10
6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.
7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.

II. These Men Were Daring (v 16)
A. They did not fear the king
B. “We are not careful to answer thee”
C. They seized the potential for displaying the power of
God
2 Corinthians 4:6-10 - continued
8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we
are perplexed, but not in despair;
9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not
destroyed;
10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the
Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made
manifest in our body.

III. These Men Were Dedicated (vv 17-18)
A. They declared God was able to deliver them
2 Timothy 1:12
For the which cause I also suffer these things:
nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have
believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that
which I have committed unto him against that day.
B. They backed up their faith with true commitment

C. They were like Job
Job 13:15
Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will
maintain mine own ways before him.
D. They were like Jesus in Gethsemane

IV. These Fiery Men Were Delivered
A. Jesus walked with them in the fire
Matthew 18:20
For where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of them.
B. Only their ropes were burned setting them free
John 8:36
If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free
indeed.

IV. These Fiery Men Were Delivered
C. Even the smell of fire was taken from them
Isaiah 61:3
To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they
might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the
Lord, that he might be glorified.

God Is Searching For People On
Fire

