


1 Corinthians 16:5-9 

5 Now I will come unto you, when I shall pass through 

Macedonia: for I do pass through Macedonia. 

6 And it may be that I will abide, yea, and winter with 

you, that ye may bring me on my journey whithersoever 

I go. 

7 For I will not see you now by the way; but I trust to 

tarry a while with you, if the Lord permit. 

8 But I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost. 

9 For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and 

there are many adversaries. 



A. Paul saw the opportunity where he was 

     1. The opportunity presented itself 

Ephesians 5:15 

See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as 

wise, 
 

     2. The opportunity was one he could not miss 

Revelation 3:8 

I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open 

door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little 

strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my 

name. 

I. The Opportunity 



A. Paul saw the opportunity where he was - continued 

     3. The opportunity was having an effect 

Philemon 6 

That the communication of thy faith may become 

effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which 

is in you in Christ Jesus.  
 

Jude 22 

And of some have compassion, making a difference: 

I. The Opportunity 





B. Paul jumped at the opportunity 

     1. He knew it would take time 
 

     2. He was not distracted by the problems at Corinth 

1 Corinthians 1:11 

For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, 

by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are 

contentions among you. 
 

Psalm 57:7 

My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing 

and give praise. 

 

 

 

I. The Opportunity 



A. Where he was at Ephesus – From without 

2 Corinthians 1:8-10 

8 For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our 

trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed 

out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we 

despaired even of life: 

9 But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we 

should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth 

the dead: 

10 Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth 

deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us; 

 

II. The Opposition 





B. Where he was wanted at Corinth – From within 

     1. Conformity to the world - Not even thinking about 

         spiritual things 

         a. In walk 

1 Corinthians 3:3 

For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you 

envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and 

walk as men? 
 

Ezekiel 22:26 

Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine 

holy things: they have put no difference between the holy 

and profane, neither have they shewed difference between 

the unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my 

sabbaths, and I am profaned among them. 

II. The Opposition 



B. Where he was wanted at Corinth – From within 

     1. Conformity to the world - continued 

         b. In talk 

James 3:10 

Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. 

My brethren, these things ought not so to be. 
 

Ephesians 4:25 

Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth 

with his neighbour: for we are members one of another. 

II. The Opposition 



B. Where he was wanted at Corinth – From within 

     2. Complacency - Not needing to do any more  

         spiritual things 

Revelation 3:17 

Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, 

and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art 

wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 

naked: 

 

II. The Opposition 



B. Where he was wanted at Corinth – From within 

     3. Constraint – Not feeling capable of doing spiritual 

         things 

Galatians 5:17 

For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 

against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the 

other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 
 

 

 

II. The Opposition 



B. Where he was wanted at Corinth – From within 

     3. Constraint – Not feeling capable of doing spiritual 

         things - continued 

Isaiah 29:10-12  

10 For the LORD hath poured out upon you the spirit of 

deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and 

your rulers, the seers hath he covered. 

11 And the vision of all is become unto you as the words 

of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is 

learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I 

cannot; for it is sealed: 

12 And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, 

saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I am not 

learned. 

 

 

II. The Opposition 



B. Where he was wanted at Corinth – From within 

     4. Conflict – Not willing to do spiritual things 

Galatians 5:7 

Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not 

obey the truth? 
 

1 Corinthians 3:3 

For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you 

envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and 

walk as men? 

II. The Opposition 



Philippians  3:15-21 

15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus 

minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God 

shall reveal even this unto you. 

16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us 

walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing. 

17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them 

which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. 

18 (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and 

now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of 

the cross of Christ: 

III. The Obedience Needed 



Philippians  3:15-21 - continued 

19 Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, 

and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly 

things.) 

20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also 

we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 

21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be 

fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the 

working whereby he is able even to subdue all things 

unto himself. 

 

III. The Obedience Needed 




