We Need To Be Ready To Give An Answer
Colossians 4:3-6
3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto
us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for
which I am also in bonds:
4 That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.
5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without,
redeeming the time.
6 Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with
salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every
man.

We Need To Be Ready To Give An Answer
1 Peter 3:15
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready
always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a
reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:
Titus 1:9
Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught,
that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and
to convince the gainsayers.

I. The Church Must Have An Open Door Policy
A. An open door with God
Revelation 3:8
I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open
door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little
strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my
name.

I. The Church Must Have An Open Door Policy
B. An open door with everyone
Matthew 19:14
But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not,
to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.
Revelation 22:17
And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.

I. The Church Must Have An Open Door Policy
C. An open door that you must walk through
John 6:37
All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him
that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.

II. The Church Must Stand For The Truth
A. In command
Ephesians 6:14
Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth,
and having on the breastplate of righteousness;

II. The Church Must Stand For The Truth
B. In commitment
Joshua 1:8
This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth;
but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou
mayest observe to do according to all that is written
therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous,
and then thou shalt have good success.

II. The Church Must Stand For The Truth
C. In conflict
1. There are those that will not hear the truth
Jeremiah 36:23-25
23 And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three
or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into
the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was
consumed in the fire that was on the hearth.
24 Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments,
neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all
these words.
25 Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had
made intercession to the king that he would not burn the
roll: but he would not hear them.

II. The Church Must Stand For The Truth
C. In conflict - continued
2. God protects those who proclaim the truth
Jeremiah 36:26
But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of
Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and
Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe
and Jeremiah the prophet: but the LORD hid them.

II. The Church Must Stand For The Truth
C. In conflict - continued
3. God protects the truth
Jeremiah 36:27-28
27 Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after
that the king had burned the roll, and the words which
Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying,
28 Take thee again another roll, and write in it all the
former words that were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim
the king of Judah hath burned.

II. The Church Must Stand For The Truth
C. In conflict - continued
4. God pronounces judgment for rejecting the truth
Jeremiah 36:29-31
And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus
saith the LORD; Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why
hast thou written therein, saying, The king of Babylon
shall certainly come and destroy this land, and shall
cause to cease from thence man and beast?
30 Therefore thus saith the LORD of Jehoiakim king of
Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the throne of
David: and his dead body shall be cast out in the day to
the heat, and in the night to the frost.

II. The Church Must Stand For The Truth
C. In conflict - continued
4. God pronounces judgment for rejecting the truth
Jeremiah 36:29-31 -continued
31 And I will punish him and his seed and his servants
for their iniquity; and I will bring upon them, and upon
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of
Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced against them;
but they hearkened not.

II. The Church Needs To Stand For The Truth
D. In conquest
John 8:32
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free.

III. The Church Must Stay Pure
A. The work of God
Ephesians 5:26-27
26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing
of water by the word,
27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church,
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be holy and without blemish.

III. The Church Must Stay Pure
B. The will of God
Romans 8:29
For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to
be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be
the firstborn among many brethren.

2 Corinthians 3:18
But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

III. The Church Must Stay Pure
C. The way of God
Ephesians 4:22-24
22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation
the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful
lusts;
23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;
24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is
created in righteousness and true holiness.

III. The Church Must Stay Pure
D. The warning of God
Ephesians 5:1-7
1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;
2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath
given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for
a sweetsmelling savour.
3 But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness,
let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints;
4 Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which
are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.

III. The Church Must Stay Pure
D. The warning of God
Ephesians 5:1-7 - continued
5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean
person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of
these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children
of disobedience.
7 Be not ye therefore partakers with them.

