Romans 3:20-26
20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh
be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of
sin.
21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets;
22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of
Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for
there is no difference:
23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God;

Romans 3:20-26 - continued
24 Being justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the
remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance
of God;
26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he
might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in
Jesus.

We Need To Embrace The Concept of Justification
A. We cannot justify ourselves
Luke 16:15
And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify
yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for
that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination
in the sight of God.
B. God does the justification
Romans 3:30
Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision
by faith, and uncircumcision through faith.

True faith is essential

We Need To Embrace The Concept of Justification
Martin Luther Quotes on Justification
This doctrine (justification) is the head and the
cornerstone. It alone begets, nourishes, builds, preserves,
and defends the church of God and without it the church
of God cannot exist for one hour.
The article of justification is fragile. Not in itself, of
course, but in us. I know how quickly a person can forfeit
the joy of the Gospel.

I. The Reality Of Sin (3:23)
A. The Extent
1. In application
2. In action
Psalm 14:1-3
1 The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They
are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is
none that doeth good.
2 The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children
of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and
seek God.
3 They are all gone aside, they are all together become
filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

I. The Reality Of Sin (3:23)
B. The Enmity
1. From a carnal mind
Romans 8:7-8
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.
8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

I. The Reality Of Sin (3:23)
B. The Enmity - continued
2. From friendship with the world
James 4:4
Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of
God.

I. The Reality Of Sin (3:23)
B. The Enmity - continued
3. In need of reconciliation
Ephesians 2:16
And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body
by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:

II. The Resolution For Sin (3:24-25)
A. The Plan (v 24)
2 Timothy 1:9
Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling,
not according to our works, but according to his own
purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus
before the world began,

II. The Resolution For Sin (3:24-25)
B. The Process (vv 24-25)

1. Redemption
Ephesians 1:7
In whom we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;
1 Corinthians 1:30
But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption:

Colossians 1:14
In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins:

II. The Resolution For Sin (3:24-25)
B. The Process (vv 24-25) – continued
2. Propitiation = Wrath appeased
a. The extent of the sacrifice
1 John 2:2
And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours
only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
b. The expression of the sacrifice
1 John 4:10
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved
us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

II. The Resolution For Sin (3:24-25)
B. The Process (vv 24-25) - continued
3. God’s forbearance
Psalm 103:10
He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us
according to our iniquities.
Romans 2:4
Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and
forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the
goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?

II. The Resolution For Sin (3:24-25)
C. The Provision (v 25b)
1. Remitted by God’s mercy and grace
2. Removed and remembered no more
Hebrews 8:12
For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their
sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.
Hebrews 10:17
And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.
Psalm 103:12
As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed
our transgressions from us.

III. The Righteous Without Sin (3:26)
A. He is Righteous (v 26a)
1. In order for God to demand complete righteousness,
He must be righteous Himself.
Psalm 145:17
The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his
works.
2. He makes us His righteousness through Christ
2 Corinthians 5:21
For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

III. The Righteous Without Sin (3:26)
B. He is Just (v 26b)
1 Peter 3:18
For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for
the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to
death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:

III. The Righteous Without Sin (3:26)
C. He is Savior (v 26b)
1. Only
Isaiah 45:21
Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel
together: who hath declared this from ancient time? who
hath told it from that time? have not I the Lord? and
there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour;
there is none beside me.

III. The Righteous Without Sin (3:26)
C. He is Savior (v 26b) – continued
2. Openly
Titus 3:4-7
4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour
toward man appeared,
5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;
6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ
our Saviour;
7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

