Our Attitudes Toward Ministry
1 Corinthians 16:14-16
14 Let all your things be done with charity.
15 I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of
Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that
they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the
saints,)
16 That ye submit yourselves unto such, and to every one
that helpeth with us, and laboureth.

Matthew 14:13-21
13 When Jesus heard of it, he departed thence by ship
into a desert place apart: and when the people had heard
thereof, they followed him on foot out of the cities.
14 And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and
was moved with compassion toward them, and he healed
their sick.
15 And when it was evening, his disciples came to him,
saying, This is a desert place, and the time is now past;
send the multitude away, that they may go into the
villages, and buy themselves victuals.
16 But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give
ye them to eat.

Matthew 14:13-21 – continued
17 And they say unto him, We have here but five loaves,
and two fishes.
18 He said, Bring them hither to me.
19 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the
grass, and took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and
looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the
loaves to his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude.
20 And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up
of the fragments that remained twelve baskets full.
21 And they that had eaten were about five thousand
men, beside women and children.

I. Kingdom Ministry Is Selfless (vv 13-14)
A. It may interrupt life (v.13a)
1. Three results from being involved in ministry
a. Rearranges our priorities
Matthew 6:33
But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto
you.

Philippians 2:3-4
3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than
themselves.
4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man
also on the things of others.

I. Kingdom Ministry Is Selfless (vv 13-14)
A. It may interrupt life (v.13a)
1. Three results from being involved in ministry
(continued)
b. Moves us from being “ME” focused

c. Moves us to being “OTHERS” focused

I. Kingdom Ministry Is Selfless (vv 13-14)
B. It may involve help those that can’t help you
Hebrews 12:12
Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the
feeble knees;

James 1:27
Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is
this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction,
and to keep himself unspotted from the world.

I. Kingdom Ministry Is Selfless (vv 13-14)
C. It may require simply opening our eyes
John 4:35
Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh
harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and
look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.
Galatians 6:10
As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all
men, especially unto them who are of the household of
faith.
1. To the needs within our body
2. To the needs within our communities
3. To the needs of our world

II. Kingdom Ministry Is Surrender (vv 15-18)
A. A Surrender of Excuses (v 15)

1. Be a minister where God places you
2. Be a minister to those God places in your path

3. Be a minister to those God sends you

II. Kingdom Ministry Is Surrender (vv 15-18)
B. A Surrender of What We Have (v 17)

1. God asks for your availability
2. God can take our little and do much

2 Timothy 4:5
But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the
work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

II. Kingdom Ministry Is Surrender (vv 15-18)
C. A Surrender of Our Self Dependence (v. 16, 18)
1. Recognize our power for ministry – The Holy Spirit
1 Corinthians 2:4
And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing
words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the
Spirit and of power:
2. Recognize our purpose for ministry
– To lift up Christ
3. Recognize our perspective for ministry
– To edify and encourage others
Ephesians 4:12
For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

III. Kingdom Ministry Is Servant Minded (vv 18-21)
A. To be servant minded is submission (vv 18-19a)

Ephesians 5:21
Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.
1. Submission to Christ
2. Submission to each other
3. Submission to a mission
B. To be servant minded is action (v 19b)
1. Because of His action

2. Because of our commission

III. Kingdom Ministry Is Servant Minded (vv 18-21)
C. To be servant minded is fulfilling

1. To others
2. To you in this life

3. To you in the life to come
Matthew 25:21,23
His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful
servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy
of thy lord.

