Judges 15:9-11
9 Then the Philistines went up, and pitched in Judah, and
spread themselves in Lehi.
10 And the men of Judah said, Why are ye come up
against us? And they answered, To bind Samson are we
come up, to do to him as he hath done to us.
11 Then three thousand men of Judah went to the top of
the rock Etam, and said to Samson, Knowest thou not
that the Philistines are rulers over us? what is this that
thou hast done unto us? And he said unto them, As they
did unto me, so have I done unto them.

Background
Samson had burned their wheat crop

I. We Can Create Our Own Bondage
Judges 3:1-4
1 Now these are the nations which the LORD left, to prove
Israel by them, even as many of Israel as had not known
all the wars of Canaan;
2 Only that the generations of the children of Israel
might know, to teach them war, at the least such as before
knew nothing thereof;
3 Namely, five lords of the Philistines, and all the
Canaanites, and the Sidonians, and the Hivites that dwelt
in mount Lebanon, from mount Baalhermon unto the
entering in of Hamath.

I. We Can Create Our Own Bondage
Judges 3:1-4 - continued
4 And they were to prove Israel by them, to know
whether they would hearken unto the commandments of
the LORD, which he commanded their fathers by the
hand of Moses.
When We Do Not Obey God

II. We Can Become Content In Our Bondage
Nehemiah 13:23-26
23 In those days also saw I Jews that had married wives
of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of Moab:
24 And their children spake half in the speech of Ashdod,
and could not speak in the Jews' language, but according
to the language of each people.
cause to sin.
25 And I contended with them, and cursed them, and
smote certain of them, and plucked off their hair, and
made them swear by God, saying, Ye shall not give your
daughters unto their sons, nor take their daughters unto
your sons, or for yourselves.

II. We Can Become Content In Our Bondage
Nehemiah 13:23-26 - continued
26 Did not Solomon king of Israel sin by these things? yet
among many nations was there no king like him, who was
beloved of his God, and God made him king over all
Israel: nevertheless even him did outlandish women
cause to sin.
That we forget who we are

James 1:23-24
23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he
is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:
24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and
straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.

III. We Cannot See The Conditions of Our
Bondage
A. Missing promises
2 Peter 1:4
Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in
the world through lust.

III. We Cannot See The Conditions of Our
Bondage
B. Missing deliverance
Numbers 14:4
And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and
let us return into Egypt.
Psalm 40:17
But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon
me: thou art my help and my deliverer; make no
tarrying, O my God.

III. We Cannot See The Conditions of Our
Bondage
C. Putting others in bondage
Judges 15:12-13
12 And they said unto him, We are come down to bind
thee, that we may deliver thee into the hand of the
Philistines. And Samson said unto them, Swear unto me,
that ye will not fall upon me yourselves.
13 And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind
thee fast, and deliver thee into their hand: but surely we
will not kill thee. And they bound him with two new
cords, and brought him up from the rock.

IV. We Need God To Conquer Our Bondage
Judges 15:14-15
14 And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted
against him: and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily
upon him, and the cords that were upon his arms became
as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands loosed
from off his hands.
15 And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth
his hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men
therewith.

