Hebrews 11:32-40
32 And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to
tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of
Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets:
33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of
lions.
34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in
fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.
35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others
were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might
obtain a better resurrection:
36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings,
yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment:

Hebrews 11:32-40 - continued
37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted,
were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins
and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented;
38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in
deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.
39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith,
received not the promise:
40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they
without us should not be made perfect.

Witnesses For Christ Are….
A. Commanded
Acts 1:8
But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth.
B. Comprehensive
Matthew 24:14
And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world
for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.
C. Consistent
Proverbs 14:5
A faithful witness will not lie: but a false witness will utter lies.

I. Noah In A Godless World
2 Peter 2:5
And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth
person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood
upon the world of the ungodly;

A. His walk
Genesis 6:9
These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man
and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with
God.
B. His work

II. Joseph, In An Officer’s House
A. Prospered By God
Genesis 39:2-3
2 And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a
prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master
the Egyptian.
3 And his master saw that the LORD was with him, and
that the LORD made all that he did to prosper in his
hand.

II. Joseph, In An Officer’s House
B. Promoted by God
Genesis 39:4-6
4 And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served
him: and he made him overseer over his house, and all
that he had he put into his hand.
5 And it came to pass from the time that he had made
him overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that
the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake;
and the blessing of the LORD was upon all that he had in
the house, and in the field.
6 And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand; and he
knew not ought he had, save the bread which he did eat.
And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured.

II. Joseph, In An Officer’s House
C. Pure before God
Genesis 39:7-9
7 And it came to pass after these things, that his master's
wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with
me.
8 But he refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behold,
my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and
he hath committed all that he hath to my hand;
9 There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath
he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou
art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and
sin against God?

III. David, In A King’s Palace
A. Prepared by God
1 Samuel 16:14-16
14 But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an
evil spirit from the LORD troubled him.
15 And Saul's servants said unto him, Behold now, an evil
spirit from God troubleth thee.
16 Let our lord now command thy servants, which are
before thee, to seek out a man, who is a cunning player
on an harp: and it shall come to pass, when the evil spirit
from God is upon thee, that he shall play with his hand,
and thou shalt be well.

III. David, In A King’s Palace
B. Placed by God
1 Samuel 16:17-20
17 And Saul said unto his servants, Provide me now a
man that can play well, and bring him to me.
18 Then answered one of the servants, and said, Behold, I
have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, that is cunning
in playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man of war,
and prudent in matters, and a comely person, and the
LORD is with him.
19 Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and said,
Send me David thy son, which is with the sheep.
20 And Jesse took an ass laden with bread, and a bottle of
wine, and a kid, and sent them by David his son unto
Saul.

III. David, In A King’s Palace
C. Power from God
1 Samuel 16:21-23
21 And David came to Saul, and stood before him: and he
loved him greatly; and he became his armourbearer.
22 And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let David, I pray thee,
stand before me; for he hath found favour in my sight.
23 And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was
upon Saul, that David took an harp, and played with his
hand: so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil
spirit departed from him.

IV. Daniel, In A Heathen Court
Daniel 1:8
But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile
himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the
wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the
prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.

A. His situation
1. Defeated by man
2. Defiled by man
3. Demanded by man
B. His statement
1. Purposed for God
2. Pleasing to God

V. Mordecai, In An Enemy’s Presence
A. A higher standard
Esther 3:1-3
1 After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman
the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him,
and set his seat above all the princes that were with him.
2 And all the king's servants, that were in the king's gate,
bowed, and reverenced Haman: for the king had so
commanded concerning him. But Mordecai bowed not,
nor did him reverence.
3 Then the king's servants, which were in the king's gate,
said unto Mordecai, Why transgressest thou the king's
commandment?

V. Mordecai, In An Enemy’s Presence
B. A held standard
1. In the presence of peer pressure
Esther 3:4
Now it came to pass, when they spake daily unto him,
and he hearkened not unto them, that they told Haman,
to see whether Mordecai's matters would stand: for he
had told them that he was a Jew.

V. Mordecai, In An Enemy’s Presence
B. A held standard
2. In the presence of fear pressure
Esther 3:5-6
5 And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor
did him reverence, then was Haman full of wrath.
6 And he thought scorn to lay hands on Mordecai alone;
for they had shewed him the people of Mordecai:
wherefore Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that
were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, even
the people of Mordecai.

Our Challenge
Hebrews 12:1-2
1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight,
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run
with patience the race that is set before us,
2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith;
who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right
hand of the throne of God.
How is our witness in difficult times?
What is your focus in difficult times?

