John 18:15-27
15 And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another
disciple: that disciple was known unto the high priest,
and went in with Jesus into the palace of the high priest.
16 But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out
that other disciple, which was known unto the high
priest, and spake unto her that kept the door, and
brought in Peter.
17 Then saith the damsel that kept the door unto Peter,
Art not thou also one of this man's disciples? He saith, I
am not.

John 18:15-27 - continued
18 And the servants and officers stood there, who had
made a fire of coals; for it was cold: and they warmed
themselves: and Peter stood with them, and warmed
himself.
19 The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and
of his doctrine.
20 Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world; I
ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither
the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing.
21 Why askest thou me? ask them which heard me, what
I have said unto them: behold, they know what I said.

John 18:15-27 - continued
22 And when he had thus spoken, one of the officers
which stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand,
saying, Answerest thou the high priest so?
23 Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear
witness of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me?
24 Now Annas had sent him bound unto Caiaphas the
high priest.
25 And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They
said therefore unto him, Art not thou also one of his
disciples? He denied it, and said, I am not.
26 One of the servants of the high priest, being his
kinsman whose ear Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee
in the garden with him?

John 18:15-27 - continued
27 Peter then denied again: and immediately the cock
crew.

I. Doubts
A. In faith
Matthew 14:28-31
And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid
me come unto thee on the water.
29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down
out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.
30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid;
and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.
31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and
caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith,
wherefore didst thou doubt?

I. Doubts
B. In truth
Matthew 16:21-23
21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his
disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer
many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes,
and be killed, and be raised again the third day.
22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him,
saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto
thee.
23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind
me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou
savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be
of men.

II. Boasts
A. I am better that you think
Mark 14:27-29
27 And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended
because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the
shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered.
28 But after that I am risen, I will go before you into
Galilee.
29 But Peter said unto him, Although all shall be
offended, yet will not I.

II. Boasts
B. You are not as good as you think
Mark 14:30-31
30 And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That
this day, even in this night, before the cock crow twice,
thou shalt deny me thrice.
31 But he spake the more vehemently, If I should die with
thee, I will not deny thee in any wise. Likewise also said
they all.

II. Boasts
C. Consequences of thinking too highly of one’s self
1 Corinthians 10:12
Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall.
Proverbs 16:18
Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit
before a fall.

III. Sleeps
A. When you should be awake
Mark 14:37
And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith
unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not thou watch
one hour?

B. Affects your walk
Ephesians 5:14-15
14 Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.
15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but
as wise,

III. Sleeps
C. Ignores opportunities
Romans 13:11
And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to
awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than
when we believed.

IV. Smites
A. Opposes God’s plan
John 18:10-11
10 Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote
the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. The
servant's name was Malchus.
11 Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the
sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I
not drink it?
B. In spite of what you did before
Galatians 5:7
Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not
obey the truth?

V. Follows Afar Off
A. Shows loss of commitment
Luke 22:54
Then took they him, and led him, and brought him into
the high priest's house. And Peter followed afar off.
B. Stands outside of fellowship
John 18:16
But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out that
other disciple, which was known unto the high priest, and
spake unto her that kept the door, and brought in Peter.

V. Follows Afar Off
C. Cannot see own spiritual condition
2 Peter 1:9
But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see
afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his
old sins.

VI. Stands With The Ungodly
A. Blends in with the crowd
John 18:18
And the servants and officers stood there, who had made
a fire of coals; for it was cold: and they warmed
themselves: and Peter stood with them, and warmed
himself.
B. Blessing of God immaterial
Psalm 1:1
Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in
the seat of the scornful.

VII. Denies The Lord
A. Surprised by the questions
Luke 22:56-60
56 But a certain maid beheld him as he sat by the fire,
and earnestly looked upon him, and said, This man was
also with him.
57 And he denied him, saying, Woman, I know him not.
58 And after a little while another saw him, and said,
Thou art also of them. And Peter said, Man, I am not.
59 And about the space of one hour after another
confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow also
was with him: for he is a Galilaean.
60 And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest.
And immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew.

VII. Denies The Lord
B. Saddened by the result
Luke 22:61-62
61 And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And
Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said
unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me
thrice.
62 And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.

All These Events Were Choices Made
Joshua 24:15
And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you
this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which
your fathers served that were on the other side of the
flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye
dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord.

Who Is Your Choice?

