


Colossians 2:1-3 

1 For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for 

you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have 

not seen my face in the flesh; 

2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit 

together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance 

of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery 

of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; 

3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge. 

A. Paul’s concern 

B. Paul’s challenge 

C. Paul’s confidence 

 

Introduction 



Colossians 2:4-7 

4 And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with 

enticing words. 

5 For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in 

the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the 

stedfastness of your faith in Christ. 

6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 

walk ye in him: 

7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, 

as ye have been taught, abounding therein with 

thanksgiving. 

D. The problem 

E. The praise 

F. The prescription 

 

Introduction 



Introduction 



Colossians 2:8-10 

8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and 

vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the 

rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 

bodily. 

10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all 

principality and power: 

 

I. Intellectualism 



A. “What they think” 

1 Timothy 6:20 

O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, 

avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of 

science falsely so called: 
 

2 John 1:7 

For many deceivers are entered into the world, who 

confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a 

deceiver and an antichrist. 

 

I. Intellectualism 



B. What I know 

1 John 4:2 

Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 

confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of 

God: 
 

1 John 5:13 

These things have I written unto you that believe on the 

name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have 

eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the 

Son of God. 

I. Intellectualism 



Colossians 2:11-13 

11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision 

made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of 

the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 

12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen 

with him through the faith of the operation of God, who 

hath raised him from the dead. 

13 And you, being dead in your sins and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together 

with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 

II. Ritualism 



A. Misses the mark 

Mark 7:8 

For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the 

tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and 

many other such like things ye do. 
 

1 Corinthians 7:19 

Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, 

but the keeping of the commandments of God. 

 

II. Ritualism 



B. Faith required 

Galatians 3:11-13 

11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of 

God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. 

12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth 

them shall live in them. 

13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, 

being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is 

every one that hangeth on a tree: 

 

II. Ritualism 



Colossians 2:14-17 

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was 

against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of 

the way, nailing it to his cross; 

15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made 

a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 

16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, 

or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the 

sabbath days: 

17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is 

of Christ. 

III. Legalism 



A. It is hypocrisy 

Matthew 15:7-11 

7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 

8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, 

and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far 

from me. 

9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines 

the commandments of men. 

10 And he called the multitude, and said unto them, 

Hear, and understand: 

11 Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; 

but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a 

man. 

III. Legalism 



B. Law does not save nor keep you saved 

Galatians 3:24-27 

24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us 

unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 

25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a 

schoolmaster. 

26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ 

Jesus. 

27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ 

have put on Christ. 

III. Legalism 



IV. Mysticism 



Colossians 2:18-19 

18 Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary 

humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those 

things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his 

fleshly mind, 

19 And not holding the Head, from which all the body by 

joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and 

knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. 

IV. Mysticism 



A. Blind themselves 

2 Timothy 3:7 

Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge 

of the truth. 
 

Luke 6:39-40 

39 And he spake a parable unto them, Can the blind lead 

the blind? shall they not both fall into the ditch? 

40 The disciple is not above his master: but every one 

that is perfect shall be as his master. 
 

 

IV. Mysticism 



B. Miss the Messiah 

John 12:39-41 

39 Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias 

said again, 

40 He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; 

that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand 

with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal 

them. 

41 These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and 

spake of him. 

 

IV. Mysticism 



Colossians 2:20-23 

20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the 

rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the 

world, are ye subject to ordinances, 

21 (Touch not; taste not; handle not; 

22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the 

commandments and doctrines of men? 

23 Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will 

worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body: not in 

any honour to the satisfying of the flesh. 

V. Asceticism 



A. What is your motivation for self denial? 

1 Corinthians 3:11-13 

11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 

which is Jesus Christ. 

12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, 

silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 

13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day 

shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and 

the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 
 

1 Timothy 4:8 

For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is 

profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that 

now is, and of that which is to come. 

 

 

 

V. Asceticism 



B. True self denial is being dead to sin 

Colossians 3:3 

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 
 

Romans 6:6-8 

6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, 

that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth 

we should not serve sin. 

7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 

8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall 

also live with him: 

V. Asceticism 



Mark 8:35 

For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; 

but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake 

and the gospel's, the same shall save it. 


