


James 4:10-12 

10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he 

shall lift you up. 

11 Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that 

speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, 

speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if 

thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but 

a judge. 

12 There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to 

destroy: who art thou that judgest another? 





Evil (katalaleo) = to speak against one, to criminate 

 

John 8:44 

Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father 

ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and 

abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 

When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a 

liar, and the father of it.  

I. The Rule Of Slander And Judgment (4:11) 

James 4:11 

Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that 

speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, 

speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if 

thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but 

a judge. 



A.  It Demeans Other People 

Ephesians 4:29-32 

29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your 

mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, 

that it may minister grace unto the hearers. 

30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye 

are sealed unto the day of redemption. 

31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 

clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, 

with all malice: 

32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 

forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake 

hath forgiven you. 
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I. The Rule Of Slander And Judgment (4:11) 

B. It denies God’s authority 

John 15:12 

This is my commandment, That ye love one another, 

as I have loved you.  
 

Matthew 22:37-40 

37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy 

God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 

all thy mind. 

38 This is the first and great commandment. 

39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy 

neighbour as thyself. 

40 On these two commandments hang all the law and 

the prophets. 



I. The Rule Of Slander And Judgment (4:11) 

B. It denies God’s authority 

1. Thou shall have no other gods before me –  

     FOCUSED Love 

2. Thou shall not make unto thee any graven image –  

     FANATICAL Love 

3. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain – 

     FAVORED Love 

4. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy –  

    FERVENT Love 

5. Honour thy father and thy mother – FAMILY Love 

6. Thou shalt not kill. – FORGIVING Love 

7. Thou shalt not commit adultery. – FAITHFUL Love 

8. Thou shalt not steal – FREEHANDED Love 

9. Thou shalt not bear false witness – FORTHRIGHT Love 

10. Thou shall  not covet – FULFILLED Love 



James 4:12 

There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to 

destroy: who art thou that judgest another? 
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II. The Result of Slander and Judgment (4:12) 

A.  It Dethrones God’s grace 

      1. The desire of sin is to dethrone God, remove and     

           replace Him as judge, and attempt to rule in His 

           place 

           Lawgiver (nomothetes) - One who puts the law in  

           place 

           Judgest (krino) verb –  to judge unto 

           condemnation 



II. The Result of Slander and Judgment (4:12) 

A. It Dethrones God’s grace - continued 

     2. By making improper judgments 

John 7:24 

Judge not according to the appearance, but judge 

righteous judgment. 



II. The Result of Slander and Judgment (4:12) 

A. It Dethrones God’s grace - continued 

      3. We forget that that Christ took our judgment  
 

Titus 3:5-7 

5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 

according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 

regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 

6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ 

our Saviour; 

7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made 

heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

 

        



A. It Dethrones God’s grace - continued 

     4. We do not forgive because we forget we are 

         forgiven 
 

          Matthew 18:23-35 
 

          Luke 17:7-10 
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II. The Result of Slander and Judgment (4:12) 

B. It defames your person 

     1. It makes you a hypocrite 

Matthew 7:1-3 

1 Judge not, that ye be not judged. 

2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be 

judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be 

measured to you again. 

3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy 

brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in 

thine own eye? 



II. The Result of Slander and Judgment (4:12) 

B. It defames your person 

     2. It makes you conceited 
 

Romans 12;16 

Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not 

high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be 

not wise in your own conceits.  



III. The Response To Slander and Judgment 

(4:10) 

James 4:10 

Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he 

shall lift you up. 



III. The Response To Slander and Judgment 

(4:10) 

A. Seven things happen when you forgive  

     1. You release and loose others from their guilt and 

          shame 

     2.  You become obedient to God give others a 

          blessing 

     3. You practice self-control that honors God 



III. The Response To Slander and Judgment 

(4:10) 

A. Seven things happen when you forgive – continued 

     4. You become a magnanimous person, bigger than 

          the hurt 
 

1 Peter 2:23 

Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he 

suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to 

him that judgeth righteously:  



III. The Response To Slander and Judgment 

(4:10) 

A. Seven things happen when you forgive – continued 

     5. You become Christ-like 
 

2 Corinthians 3:17-18 

17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of 

the Lord is, there is liberty. 

18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass 

the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 

image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 

Lord. 



III. The Response To Slander and Judgment 

(4:10) 

A. Seven things happen when you forgive – continued 

     6. You allow for God to provide godly shame 
 

Romans 12:19-21 

19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather 

give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is 

mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 

20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he 

thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap 

coals of fire on his head. 

21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 

good. 



III. The Response To Slander and Judgment 

(4:10) 

A. Seven things happen when you forgive – continued 

     7. You prove yourself a child of God 
 

Philippians 2:14-15 

14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 

15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of 

God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 

perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the 

world; 






