


Real Faith Is Marked

A. By how we respond to trials and temptations

B. By how we apply God’s Word

C. By how we accept people

D. By being alive and active

James is not promoting a works salvation but on a 

salvation that works

James is focused on the proof of real faith



2 Peter 1:5-8

5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your 

faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance 

patience; and to patience godliness;

7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to 

brotherly kindness charity.

8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make 

you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in 

the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.



I. Dead Faith (2:14-20)

James 2:14-20

14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say 

he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save 

him?

15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of 

daily food,

16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be 

ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them 

not those things which are needful to the body; what 

doth it profit?

17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being 

alone.



I. Dead Faith (2:14-20)

James 2:14-20 - continued

18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have 

works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I 

will shew thee my faith by my works.

19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest 

well: the devils also believe, and tremble.

20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without 

works is dead?



I. Dead Faith (2:14-20)

A. An Empty Confession (v 14)

1. It is one thing to make a claim but another to

back it up

2. Genuine faith is not an empty claim

3. Real faith has real fruit

a. Actions consistent with God’s Word

b. Applications consistent with God’s Word

c. Attitudes consistent with God’s Word 

The criterion for real faith is not profession but 

performance. Unknown



I. Dead Faith (2:14-20)

Matthew 7:22

Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we 

not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have 

cast out devils? and in thy name done many 

wonderful works?



B. A False Compassion (vv 15-17)

1. Words of compassion without acts of concern

Naked – ill clad

Destitute – to lack

Anyone deprived of the necessities of life

2. Example: The Good Samaritan

Genuine faith does what is necessary to minister

Christ to point people to Jesus.

3. “Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled” 

indicates an attitude of sarcasm

4. Jesus says this faith is false. Matthew 25:31-46

I. Dead Faith (2:14-20)





C. A Shallow Conviction (vv 18-20)

1. A claim that is hard to disprove (v 18)

2. Facts do not equal faith (v 19)

Faith (belief) will cause one to act

3. Even demons respect Christ though they hate

Him (v  19)

tremble - bristle with fear

4. They deny the actual truth (v 20)

vain – empty, with no purpose

I. Dead Faith (2:14-20)



James 2:21-26

21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, 

when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar?

22 Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and 

by works was faith made perfect?

23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, 

Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him 

for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of 

God.

II. Living Faith (2:21-26)



James 2:21-26 - continued

24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, 

and not by faith only.

25 Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by 

works, when she had received the messengers, and 

had sent them out another way?

26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 

without works is dead also.

II. Living Faith (2:21-26)



II. Living Faith (2:21-26)



A. Their Selfless Concessions

1. Willing to make sacrifices to follow God

2. Willing to meet the needs of others in Jesus’ name

Genuine faith surrenders all to God

Genuine faith stands in the gap and not in the way

II. Living Faith (2:21-26)



B. Their Willing Compliance

1. To the call and will of God

2. To show their gratefulness to God

John 8:31

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If 

ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;

Faith requires obedience and obedience requires faith

Do our lives demonstrate obedience or are they full of 

broken promises?

II. Living Faith (2:21-26)



C. Their Fearless Confidence

1. Living faith has absolute trust in God

2. Abraham never questioned God

Genesis 22:8

And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a 

lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them 

together.

II. Living Faith (2:21-26)



C. Their Fearless Confidence - continued

3. Rahab had nowhere else to turn

Joshua 2:12-13

12 Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by the 

Lord, since I have shewed you kindness, that ye will also 

shew kindness unto my father's house, and give me a true 

token:

13 And that ye will save alive my father, and my mother, 

and my brethren, and my sisters, and all that they have, 

and deliver our lives from death.

4. Genuine faith has long lasting effects

II. Living Faith (2:21-26)





John 15:1-5

1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

husbandman.

2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh 

away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth 

it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have 

spoken unto you.

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 

bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more 

can ye, except ye abide in me.

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth 

in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 

fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.




