


Background

A. The Passion Week

B. Jesus has returned to the temple for a second time

C. The religious leaders asked who gave Jesus the 

authority to do what he does

D. Jesus asks a question to show they are not 

responding to God’s authority

E. Jesus tells the Parable Of The Two Sons





Matthew 21:33-40

33 Hear another parable: There was a certain 

householder, which planted a vineyard, and hedged it 

round about, and digged a winepress in it, and built a 

tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a 

far country:

34 And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent 

his servants to the husbandmen, that they might 

receive the fruits of it.

35 And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat 

one, and killed another, and stoned another.

36 Again, he sent other servants more than the first: 

and they did unto them likewise.



Matthew 21:33-40 - continued

37 But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, 

They will reverence my son.

38 But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said 

among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill 

him, and let us seize on his inheritance.

39 And they caught him, and cast him out of the 

vineyard, and slew him.

40 When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, 

what will he do unto those husbandmen?



Psalm 103:2

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his 

benefits:



I. Opportunity Given But Ignored (vv 33-34)

Isaiah 5:1-7

1 Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my 

beloved touching his vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a 

vineyard in a very fruitful hill:

2 And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones 

thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and built 

a tower in the midst of it, and also made a winepress 

therein: and he looked that it should bring forth 

grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.



Isaiah 5:1-7 - continued

3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of 

Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my 

vineyard.

4 What could have been done more to my vineyard, 

that I have not done in it? wherefore, when I looked 

that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild 

grapes?

I. Opportunity Given But Ignored (vv 33-34)



Isaiah 5:1-7 - continued

5 And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my 

vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it 

shall be eaten up; and break down the wall thereof, 

and it shall be trodden down:

6 And I will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor 

digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns: I 

will also command the clouds that they rain no rain 

upon it.

I. Opportunity Given But Ignored (vv 33-34)



Isaiah 5:1-7 - continued

7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of 

Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant: and 

he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for 

righteousness, but behold a cry.

I. Opportunity Given But Ignored (vv 33-34)





Matthew 11:12

And from the days of John the Baptist until now the 

kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent 

take it by force.



A. In the past

Mark 12:2-5

2 And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a 

servant, that he might receive from the husbandmen 

of the fruit of the vineyard.

3 And they caught him, and beat him, and sent him 

away empty.

4 And again he sent unto them another servant; and at 

him they cast stones, and wounded him in the head, 

and sent him away shamefully handled.

5 And again he sent another; and him they killed, and 

many others; beating some, and killing some.

II. Opposition Given To The Gift (vv 35-39)



1 Kings 22:24

But Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah went near, and smote 

Micaiah on the cheek, and said, Which way went the Spirit 

of the Lord from me to speak unto thee?

2 Chronicles 24:20-21

20 And the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of 

Jehoiada the priest, which stood above the people, and 

said unto them, Thus saith God, Why transgress ye the 

commandments of the Lord, that ye cannot prosper? 

because ye have forsaken the Lord, he hath also forsaken 

you.

21 And they conspired against him, and stoned him with 

stones at the commandment of the king in the court of the 

house of the Lord.

II. Opposition Given To The Gift (vv 35-39)



2 Chronicles 36:15-16

15 And the Lord God of their fathers sent to them by his 

messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because he 

had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place:

16 But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised 

his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the 

Lord arose against his people, till there was no remedy.

Jeremiah 2:30

In vain have I smitten your children; they received no 

correction: your own sword hath devoured your prophets, 

like a destroying lion.

II. Opposition Given To The Gift (vv 35-39)



B. In the present

Mark 12:6

Having yet therefore one son, his wellbeloved, he sent 

him also last unto them, saying, They will reverence 

my son.

Luke 11:12

From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias 

which perished between the altar and the temple: 

verily I say unto you, It shall be required of this 

generation.

II. Opposition Given To The Gift (vv 35-39)



II. Opposition Given To The Gift (vv 35-39)





A. In the form of a question

Matthew 22:40

When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what 

will he do unto those husbandmen?

B. With an obvious answer

Matthew 22:41

They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those 

wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto other 

husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits in 

their seasons.

III. Offer Made (vv 40-42)



C. The practical application

Matthew 22:42

Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the 

scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the 

same is become the head of the corner: this is the 

Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?

Psalm 118:22-23

22 The stone which the builders refused is become the 

head stone of the corner.

23 This is the Lord's doing; it is marvellous in our 

eyes.

III. Offer Made (vv 40-42)



1 Corinthians 3:11

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 

which is Jesus Christ.

Hebrews 2:3

How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; 

which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and 

was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;

Hebrews 10:31

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 

God. 

III. Offer Made (vv 40-42)





Matthew 22:43-46

43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God 

shall be taken from you, and given to a nation 

bringing forth the fruits thereof.

44 And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be 

broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind 

him to powder.

45 And when the chief priests and Pharisees had 

heard his parables, they perceived that he spake of 

them.

46 But when they sought to lay hands on him, they 

feared the multitude, because they took him for a 

prophet.

IV. Opportunity Lost (vv 43-46)



A. Rejection brings rejection (v 43)

John 12:48

He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, 

hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have 

spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.

Romans 11:11

I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? 

God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is 

come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to 

jealousy.

IV. Opportunity Lost (vv 43-46)



B. Rejection will bring judgment (v 44)

Daniel 2:44-45

44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of 

heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be 

destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other 

people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all 

these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.

45 Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut 

out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake 

in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and 

the gold; the great God hath made known to the king 

what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is 

certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.

IV. Opportunity Lost (vv 43-46)



C. Rejection brings realization (vv 45-46)

Hebrews 3:15

While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden 

not your hearts, as in the provocation.

IV. Opportunity Lost (vv 43-46)






