




A. His question (19:16) 

Matthew 19:16 

And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, 

what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? 

 

         a. His perception - Good master... 

         b. His pondering - What good thing can I do... 

         c. His poverty - Has not obtained eternal life 

      

I. The Rich Young Ruler (Matthew 19:16-26) 



B. Christ’s answer (19:17-22) 

Matthew 19:17-22 

17 And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? 

there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt 

enter into life, keep the commandments. 

18 He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do 

no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt 

not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, 

19 Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt 

love thy neighbour as thyself. 

I. The Rich Young Ruler (Matthew 19:16-26) 



B. Christ’s answer (19:17-22) 

Matthew 19:17-22 - continued 

20 The young man saith unto him, All these things have I 

kept from my youth up: what lack I yet? 

21 Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell 

that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 

treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. 

22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went 

away sorrowful: for he had great possessions. 

 

I. The Rich Young Ruler (Matthew 19:16-26) 



B. Christ’s answer (19:17-22) 

    1. The requirement for eternal life (v 17)  

Matthew 5:48 

Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in 

heaven is perfect.  

I. The Rich Young Ruler (Matthew 19:16-26) 



B. Christ’s answer (19:17-22) - continued 

     2. The revelation of the man’s self-righteousness  

        (vv 18-22) 

       a. A list that he thought he kept but didn’t   
          (vv 18-20a) 

           1) Christ started out with the easier ones 

               Murder, adultery, stealing 

           2) Then the list gets harder 

                Lying, honoring parents 

           3) Then the hardest for him 

                Love thy neighbor as thyself 

                           

 

I. The Rich Young Ruler (Matthew 19:16-26) 



Matthew 5:19-22 

19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least 

commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the 

least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and 

teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of 

heaven. 

20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall 

exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall 

in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

21 Ye have heard that it was said of them of old time, Thou 

shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of 

the judgment: 

22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his 

brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: 

and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in 

danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, 



Matthew 5:27-28 

27 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, 

Thou shalt not commit adultery: 

28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a 

woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with 

her already in his heart. 

 

What is the point? 

We break the Ten Commandments when we do not even 

realize it 

 

What is the conclusion? 



Romans 3:10 

As it is written, There is none righteous, no, 

not one: 

  

Romans 3:23 

For all have sinned, and come short of the 

glory of God;  



B. Christ’s answer (19:17-22) - continued 

    2. The revelation of the man’s self-righteousness  

        (vv 18-22) 

       a. A list that he thought he kept but didn’t  
          (vv 18-20a) 

       b. A realization that he was still lacking (20b) 

Galatians 3:22-23 

22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that 

the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to 

them that believe. 

23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, 

shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be 

revealed. 

I. The Rich Young Ruler (Matthew 19:16-26) 



B. Christ’s answer (19:17-22) - continued 

    2. The revelation of the man’s self-righteousness  

        (vv 18-22) 

       a. A list that he thought he kept but didn’t  
          (vv 18-20a) 

       b. A realization that he was still lacking (v 20b)  

       c. His wrong choice revealed by ... (vv 21-22)  

           1) The Commandments not mentioned 

           2) The Word of God (Christ)    

               Perfect = Complete 

           3) His own rejection of Christ 

I. The Rich Young Ruler (Matthew 19:16-26) 



Matthew 6:24 

No man can serve two masters: for either he 

will hate the one, and love the other; or else 

he will hold to the one, and despise the other. 

Ye cannot serve God and mammon.  



C. The object lesson to the disciples (19:23-26) 

Matthew 19:23-26 

23 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto 

you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom 

of heaven. 

24 And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter 

into the kingdom of God. 

25 When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly 

amazed, saying, Who then can be saved? 

26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men 

this is impossible; but with God all things are possible. 

I. The Rich Young Ruler (Matthew 19:16-26) 



C. The object lesson to the disciples (19:23-26) 

     1. Riches can blind one to his own spiritual poverty 

         (vv 23-24)  

Matthew 13:22 

He also that received seed among the thorns is he that 

heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the 

deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh 

unfruitful.  
 

      2. The disciples understand  the lesson (vv 25-26)    

I. The Rich Young Ruler (Matthew 19:16-26) 



A. Peter’s question in response to Christ’s teaching 

     (19:27)  

Matthew 19:27 

Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have 

forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have 

therefore? 

 

           “We” - Not self-centered, shows leadership 

II. The Rewards of Discipleship  

(Matthew 19:27-30) 



B.  Christ’s answer of reward (19:28-30)  

Matthew 19:28-30 

28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That 

ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the 

Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also 

shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 

Israel. 

29 And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, 

or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 

lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, 

and shall inherit everlasting life. 

II. The Rewards of Discipleship  

(Matthew 19:27-30) 



B.  Christ’s answer of reward (19:28-30)  

Matthew 19:28-30 - continued 

30 But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall 

be first. 

II. The Rewards of Discipleship 

 (Matthew 19:27-30) 



B.  Christ’s answer of reward (19:28-30)  

      1. You will rule in eternity (v 28) 

          …versus ruling in this life 

  
     2  Eternal rewards are universal for all who have 

         made Christ Lord (vv 29-30) 

II. The Rewards of Discipleship (Matthew 

19:27-30) 






