


Excuses Used In College  

Source: Douglas Bernstein, University of Illinois 
 

“My grandmother died” 
 

"I had an accident, the police impounded the car, 

and my paper is in the glove compartment."  
 

"I can’t be at the exam because my cat is having 
kittens and I am her coach.“ 

 

"I need to take the final early because the husband 

of a woman I am seeing is threatening to kill me."   







Luke 14:16-20 

16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a 

great supper, and bade many: 

17 And sent his servant at supper time to say to 

them that were bidden, Come; for all things are 

now ready. 

18 And they all with one consent began to make 

excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a 

piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I 

pray thee have me excused. 

19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of 

oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me 

excused. 

20 And another said, I have married a wife, and 

therefore I cannot come. 



I. Personal Incompetency 

Exodus 3:11-12 

11 And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I 

should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring 

forth the children of Israel out of Egypt? 

12 And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and 

this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: 

When thou hast brought forth the people out of 

Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain. 



I. Personal Incompetency 

Exodus 4:10-11 

10 And Moses said unto the Lord, O my Lord, I am 

not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast 

spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, 

and of a slow tongue. 

11 And the Lord said unto him, Who hath made 

man's mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or 

the seeing, or the blind? have not I the Lord? 



II. Lack Of Social Position 

Judges 6:15-16 

15 And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith 

shall I save Israel? behold, my family is poor in 

Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house. 

16 And the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be 

with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as 

one man. 



Jeremiah 1:6-8 

6 Then said I, Ah, Lord God! behold, I cannot 

speak: for I am a child. 

7 But the Lord said unto me, Say not, I am a child: 

for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and 

whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. 

8 Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to 

deliver thee, saith the Lord. 

III. Personal Weakness 



Matthew 25:24-25 

24 Then he which had received the one talent came 

and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard 

man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and 

gathering where thou hast not strawed: 

25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in 

the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. 

IV. The Hardness of The Master 



Matthew 25:44-45 

44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, 

when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a 

stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not 

minister unto thee? 

45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say 

unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the 

least of these, ye did it not to me. 

V. No Need Seen 



VI. Pressure of Business 

Luke 14:18-19 

18 And they all with one consent began to make 

excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a 

piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I 

pray thee have me excused. 

19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of 

oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me 

excused. 



VII. Excuse of Family 

Luke 14:20 

And another said, I have married a wife, and 

therefore I cannot come.  
 

Luke 11:7 

And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble 

me not: the door is now shut, and my children are 

with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee.  



Consider Your Priorities  

Matthew 10:37-38 

37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is 

not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or 

daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 

38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth 

after me, is not worthy of me. 

 

Matthew 6:33 

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 

righteousness; and all these things shall be added 

unto you.  






