




Judges 17:6

In those days there was no king in Israel: every 

man did that which was right in his own eyes.

Judges 21:25

In those days there was no king in Israel, but every 

man did that which was right in his own eyes.



Judges 17:1-5

1 And there was a man of mount Ephraim, whose 

name was Micah.

2 And he said unto his mother, The eleven hundred 

shekels of silver that were taken from thee, about 

which thou cursedst, and spakest of also in mine 

ears, behold, the silver is with me; I took it. And his 

mother said, Blessed be thou of the Lord, my son.

3 And when he had restored the eleven hundred 

shekels of silver to his mother, his mother said, I 

had wholly dedicated the silver unto the Lord from 

my hand for my son, to make a graven image and a 

molten image: now therefore I will restore it unto 

thee.

I. A Family Astray (Judges 17:1-5)



Judges 17:1-5 - continued

4 Yet he restored the money unto his mother; and 

his mother took two hundred shekels of silver, and 

gave them to the founder, who made thereof a 

graven image and a molten image: and they were in 

the house of Micah.

5 And the man Micah had an house of gods, and 

made an ephod, and teraphim, and consecrated one 

of his sons, who became his priest.

Wrong leads to more wrong

I. A Family Astray (Judges 17:1-5)
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Judges 17:7-13

7 And there was a young man out of 

Bethlehemjudah of the family of Judah, who was a 

Levite, and he sojourned there.

8 And the man departed out of the city from 

Bethlehemjudah to sojourn where he could find a 

place: and he came to mount Ephraim to the house 

of Micah, as he journeyed.

9 And Micah said unto him, Whence comest thou? 

And he said unto him, I am a Levite of 

Bethlehemjudah, and I go to sojourn where I may 

find a place.

II. A Levite Astray (Judges 17:1-5)



Judges 17:7-13 - continued

10 And Micah said unto him, Dwell with me, and be 

unto me a father and a priest, and I will give thee 

ten shekels of silver by the year, and a suit of 

apparel, and thy victuals. So the Levite went in.

11 And the Levite was content to dwell with the 

man; and the young man was unto him as one of his 

sons.

12 And Micah consecrated the Levite; and the 

young man became his priest, and was in the house 

of Micah.

13 Then said Micah, Now know I that the Lord will 

do me good, seeing I have a Levite to my priest.

II. A Levite Astray (Judges 17:1-5)



Judges 18:3-6

3 When they were by the house of Micah, they knew 

the voice of the young man the Levite: and they 

turned in thither, and said unto him, Who brought 

thee hither? and what makest thou in this place? and 

what hast thou here?

4 And he said unto them, Thus and thus dealeth 

Micah with me, and hath hired me, and I am his 

priest.

5 And they said unto him, Ask counsel, we pray thee, 

of God, that we may know whether our way which we 

go shall be prosperous.

6 And the priest said unto them, Go in peace: before 

the Lord is your way wherein ye go.

III. A Tribe Astray (Judges 18)



Judges 18:16-20

16 And the six hundred men appointed with their 

weapons of war, which were of the children of Dan, 

stood by the entering of the gate.

17 And the five men that went to spy out the land 

went up, and came in thither, and took the graven 

image, and the ephod, and the teraphim, and the 

molten image: and the priest stood in the entering 

of the gate with the six hundred men that were 

appointed with weapons of war.

III. A Tribe Astray (Judges 18)



Judges 18:16-20 - continued

18 And these went into Micah's house, and fetched 

the carved image, the ephod, and the teraphim, and 

the molten image. Then said the priest unto them, 

What do ye?

19 And they said unto him, Hold thy peace, lay 

thine hand upon thy mouth, and go with us, and be 

to us a father and a priest: is it better for thee to be 

a priest unto the house of one man, or that thou be 

a priest unto a tribe and a family in Israel?

20 And the priest's heart was glad, and he took the 

ephod, and the teraphim, and the graven image, 

and went in the midst of the people.

III. A Tribe Astray (Judges 18)



A. Immorality in Bethlehem (19:1-2)

B. Savagery in Gibeah (19:15-30)

C. Civil War in Israel (20:1-48)

65,000 slain (vv 21, 25, 46)

IV. A Nation Astray (Judges 19-20)



A. It is all about our legacy (21:1-16)

1. They missed the point

Judges 21:3

And said, O Lord God of Israel, why is this come to 

pass in Israel, that there should be to day one tribe 

lacking in Israel?

2. They take matters in their own hands

Jabeshgilead wasted

3. They arrange a mass kidnapping (21:20-24)

So they would not break their oath

V. Bad Thinking Prevails (Judges 21)




